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. 700 yards from the ski lift, the Bliems are build-
ing three-bedroom chalets using Austrian wood, and
sheep’s wool as insnlation They aim to create a self-
sufficlent eco-community using water from the village

‘They aim to create a self-sufficient

spring and their own bio-fuels while providing much-
needed tourist accommaodation.

“There is a real shortage of beds here,” says Jodl
“Lungau has higher slopes than the Tyrol but few top
end hotels. Getting permission for a tourist develop
ment in a residential area is difficult but good rental
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MHIE and Viv Haynes from

rngau

Forget the crowded Alps, the
Lungau region of Austria is
unspoiled good value,
says Cathy Hawker

to £230.530) through Investors in Property Also in the
Katschberg area but with dramatic modern architec
ture, Erna Low is selling Edel:Weiss, 62 apartments split
between two structures that will tower above the exist-

priced from 4 169,000 (£153,350). This is one

Ausiria’s highest resorts, with an excellent snow
record, and the Zehnerkar Mountain Resort apartments
will have direct access to the slopes. “Austria has an
unfair image as just a coach-party destination for clder
travellers.” says Jod! Bllem. “We want to introduce the
traditions and culture of this part of Austria to more

lnvestors in Property (Loww investorsinproperty.com, '
020 8905 5511). Sanlls (townn savills. com; 020 7016 3740).

For more about Austria, see page 41

Fact file

% VAT at 20 per cent is payabie at St Martin Chalets but
this can be recovered against rental income. No VAT is
payable if the property ks kept for 10 years or more.
Otherwise 2 sliding scale operatas,

" Fees will average €2,000 (£1,390) a quarter,

% British Alrways flles from Gatwick to Salrburg five
times a week, while Ryanair flies from Stansted to
Satrburg up to three times a day.
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